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Abstract: The rapid growth of using blog in teaching and learning activity 
becomes new trends in educational world. Many researchers have reported a 
number of benefits of using blog as a powerful tool in enhancing students’ writing 
skills. The purpose of this study is to describe the students’ perspective on the use 
of blog for English writing learning and to find out the problems faced. The 
sample were the second semester students of teaching learning with ICT class 
which selected based on the returned questionnaires. The study showed that the 
students had positive attitude toward blog in improving their awareness in writing 
blog content to blog. Based on the research findings, the dimension of blog 
encourages writing skills practice achieved the highest responses, which had two 
highest percentages of the questionnaire items, there were item number 8 (85%) 
and number 9 (86.67%) which categorized as Very High. It also found 5 general 
problems that students faced, they were the problems in designing a blog 
(30.51%), the internet connection problem (22.03%), lack of ideas (20.33%), lack 
of grammar and vocabulary (20.33%), and the absence of feedback (6.8%). 
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Abstrak: Pesatnya pertumbuhan penggunaan blog dalam kegiatan belajar 
mengajar telah menjadi tren baru dalam dunia pendidikan. Telah banyak peneliti 
yang melaporkan kelebihan dalam penggunakan blog sebagai sebuah sarana yang 
sangat kuat dalam meningkatkan kemampuan menulis para siswa. Tujuan dari 
penelitian ini adalah untuk menggambarkan pendapat siswa akan kegunaan blog 
untuk belajar menulis bahasa Inggris dan untuk mencari tahu tentang masalah 
yang mereka hadapi. Sampel penelitian ini adalah 36 mahasiswa semester 2 dari 
kelas teaching learning with ICT yang dipilih berdasarkan data kuesioner yang 
dikembalikan. Penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa para mahasiswa memiliki sikap 
yang positif terhadap blog dalam meningkatkan kesadaran mereka dalam menulis 
isi blog. Berdasarkan dari hasil penelitian, dimensi blog mendorong berlatih 
menulis bahasa inggris memperoleh respon tertinggi, yang memiliki 2 nomor 
kuesioner dengan persentase tertinggi, yakni nomor 8 (85%) dan nomor 9 
(86.67%) yang dikategorikan Sangat Tinggi. Ditemukan juga 5 masalah utama 
yang dialami oleh mahasiswa, yakni masalah dalam mendesain blog (30.51%), 
masalah koneksi jaringan internet (22.03%), kekurangan ide (20.33%), kurang 
dalam tata bahasa dan kosakata (20.33%), dan tidak adanya respon (6.8%). 
 
Kata kunci: Pendapat Siswa, Blog, Pembelajaran Menulis Bahasa Inggris 
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riting is one of the four language skills which are deemed to be important 
to be mastered by the students whether at school or college. In fact, writing 
plays an important role for everyday activities. People can express everything 
through writing. It is considered to be the one of some effective ways in 
conveying messages. The ability to express an idea in writing, in a reasonable 
coherence and accuracy is a major achievement for students. Writing activity can 
help students in developing their thought and understanding. It helps them to 
bring up new ideas and trains the ability to organize and clarify the various 
concepts or ideas. Writing activity allows the students to be active and not just to 
be the recipient of the information. From the writing too, the teachers can measure 
if their students have already understood about the subject given. It also gives an 
opportunity for the teachers to find any problem that may occur in students’ 
written form.  
In today’s university classroom, the learning process using computer-
mediated technology is already common. One of the newest and most promising 
computer-mediated technology tools used in the university, with regard to 
effective writing instruction is weblog, also known as blog. It is a web page that 
displays a short journal. Minocha & Roberts (2008:274) define blog as a web-
based publishing tool which consists of a series of posts by the author(s) on a 
personalized web page, with post usually arranged in reverse chronology from the 
most recent post at the top of the page. It is used for various reasons, such as for 
sharing personal stories, events and activities; for facilitating reflective learning 
through learning diaries and journals, or sometimes for expressing commentaries , 
views, opinion, as well as thoughts, emotions and feelings. 
Based on the researcher’s pre-observation, the use of blog as a learning 
media is also applied in her campus. One of the subjects that used blog in its 
teaching and learning process was Teaching Learning with ICT. The students 
learned directly with their lecture through the blog. They had a discussion through 
the blog. The discussion began when the lecture gave a question to be discussed, 
and asked their students to share their opinions and discuss about it. The students 
then got a credit score on what they have written. They get involved in the online 
discussion forum by writing activity. Good writing skill was really needed here. A 
clearly conveyed message made the other discussants easily understood about 
what was being talked about, and it might be influenced the students’ credit score. 
Besides having the online discussion, the students were also asked to make a blog 
project. In this part, the students asked to create a blog, managed it as a media that 
supported teaching and learning process. From the situation above, the researcher 
argued that a good writing skill is really needed in order to convey opinion or 
idea, and blog provides that writing space for students to practice their writing 
skill. 
Integrating blog with the English writing learning is then believed as a new 
way to improve the students’ writing skill since it’s directly related to write 
something. A study was reported the experiences of a group of Taiwanese ESL 
students with the Blog-Assisted Language Learning (BALL) methodology which 
shows that blog helped them to cultivate the belief that learning writing skills 
using blogs can indeed help them to write more effectively in English and 
W 
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brainstorm writing ideas for their own assignments by reading peer work on blogs 
(Lin, M. H., Groom, N., & Lin, C.-Y 2013).  
Blog as one of technology products also offers potential power in 
motivating the students’ learning. Moeller & Reitzes (2011:6) say that technology 
can equip students to independently organize their learning process. So, instead of 
being passive recipients of information, students using technology become active 
users. While at the same time, technology transfers some responsibility for 
learning to students. Through online learning which provides increased access to 
course content, more scheduling flexibility, and better access to alternative media, 
students have the flexibility to direct their individual progress. 
Learning independently itself fits with the students’ character in the 
university level. Unlike children or adolescents, adults learn in more flexible 
settings and spontaneous learning situations than in educational settings. They can 
learn without any direct reliance on teacher or instructors, sometimes learning 
through serendipity. So, the online learning activity is very possible to be applied 
for them. It enables students to customize their approach to learning tasks, 
combines the development of skill with the development of character, and 
prepares them for learning throughout their lives. Students can be taught to think 
for themselves, work at their own pace, learn in their own way, and design their 
own program (Gibbons, 2002). 
Based on the explanation above, the researcher was interested to get some 
information from the second semester students of Teaching Learning with ICT 
class of English Education Study Program of FKIP UNTAN in the academic year 
2013/2014 about their beliefs toward blogging activity can help them in English 
writing learning. The researcher also wanted to find out what kind of problems 
that students faced in using blog in their learning process. By the finding of this 
research, the lecture will be able to know their students’ experiences toward blog 
writing activities, including the problems that often occurred in the learning 
process. So that the lecture can find out the solution to solve the problems, which 
can carry out the teaching and learning process become more effective. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
Based on some consideration, the appropriate method applied in this 
research is descriptive study, which is concerned with condition or relationships 
that exist, opinions that are held, processes that are going on, effects that are 
evident, or trends that are developing. Descriptive study is a best form for the 
writer to describe the present phenomenon and the problems that occurred. The 
sample of this research were 36 of second semester students of teaching learning 
with ICT class of English Education Study Program of FKIP UNTAN Pontianak  
in the academic year 2013/2014. The sample was selected based on the returned 
questionnaires. In order to collect the data, the writer implemented some 
techniques. They were through direct communication technique for the interview 
and the indirect communication technique for the questionnaire. The writer also 
checked for the validity and reliability of the questionnaire items by using SPSS 
v.22 before it was given to the sample.  
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The Preparation of the Research 
 
The preparation of this research were: (1) did some observation in the target class, 
(2) rechecked the number of population and samples, (3) constructed the 
questionnaire items, (4) conducted a try-out of the questionnaire, (5) checked the 
reliability and validity of the questionnaire items. The implementation of the 
research: (1) administered and collected the questionnaire from the target sample, 
(2) interviewed the students. The final step: (1) transcribed students’ interview 
data, (2) analyzed and discussed the research findings based on the data of 
questionnaire and interview, (3) drew some conclusions from the questionnaire 
and interview, (4) wrote the report. 
 
RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
 
Research Finding 
 
This research was conducted on the second semester students of teaching 
learning with ICT class of English Education Study Program of FKIP UNTAN 
Pontianak. According to the returned questionnaires, it was decided to take 36 
students as respondents and 7 students as interviewees.  
The questionnaire consisted of 9 items, where every three items of it 
represented its dimension. Moreover, the highest score = 180 and the lowest score 
= 36, with interval = 20 (0% - 20% Very Low, 21% - 40% Low, 41% - 60% 
Medium, 61% - 80% High, and 81% - 100% Very High). Every category of the 
items indicated the students’ perspective on the use of blog for English writing 
learning. This following table consisted of the total respondents who answered, 
total score, index and the criteria which represented how far is the effect of blog 
toward the students’ perspective.  
 
Table 1 
         Table Result of Each Item of Questionnaire 
 
*SD = Strongly Disagree, D = Disagree, N = Neutral, A = Agree, SA = Strongly Agree 
Item  
Dimension 
Total Respondents Who Answered Total 
Index Criteria 
No. SD D N A SA Score 
1 
Blog builds critical 
thinking process 
- - 6 16 14 152 84.44% Very High 
2 - 1 10 21 4 136 75.56% High 
3 - - 6 23 7 145 80.56% High 
4 Blog  creates 
conducive writing 
environment 
- - 5 17 14 136 75.56% High 
5 - 1 5 20 10 147 81.67% Very High 
6 - - 8 20 8 144 80% High 
7 Blog encourages 
writing skill 
practice 
- 1 5 27 3 140 77.78% High 
8 - 1 6 18 11 153 85% Very High 
9 - - 3 18 15 156 86.67% Very High 
Total Score - 4 54 180 86 324 
  
Percentage - 1.23% 16.67% 55.56% 26.54% 100% 
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According to the table above, in general, it can be said that most of the 
students agreed and had positive perspective toward blog that can helped them in 
learning the English writing. It can be seen by adding the total percentage of 
Agree (55.56%) and Strongly Agree (26.54%), which was 82.1%.  The results of 
the table also described the category of each item in the questionnaire. The writer 
divided the result into three parts according to the dimension. The described were 
as follow: 
 
a) Blog builds critical thinking process 
The description of each item of the questionnaire has been described as 
follow: 
1. Item number 1 (Blog is useful for me to see my skills in writing) got 152 
score and showed the percentage was 84.44%, which is categorized as 
very high. From this category, the writer assumed that the students agreed 
blog provided a flexible space to write and reflect their writing. Blog made 
the posting become accessible for them to be reflected and analyzed at 
anytime and anywhere. So that, they could revisit the blog, seeing and 
revising their writing which led them to the critical thinking process. 
2. Item number 2 (Blog makes me actively involved in writing process) got 
136 and showed the percentage was 75.56%, which is categorized as high. 
From this category, the writer assumed that blog made the students 
engaged to the writing process. By blogging, the students were required to 
read a lot of information in order to find the idea, and then filtered the 
ideas, organize it and develop the ideas into a meaningful way. The ease of 
getting the information from the internet (because blog connected to it), 
also supported them to deeply get involved in the process of getting the 
ideas or to find references directly in-time. Even for the introvert students, 
blog offered the opportunity for them in presenting their ideas to others. 
The feeling of owning a blog encouraged them to be more active in 
presenting the thoughts and understanding to other people. The similar 
data is also found in the interview session. All of the interviewees shared 
the same steps when the writer asked them about what they did in the 
writing process. Some of them said that: 
 
“... looking for the information about the topic that will be discussed; 
and read a lot of references or articles which related to my writing’s 
idea. I make it... develop it into a complete writing.” (S-4) 
“Find the references; it usually starts by having a discussion or 
reading the journals and articles, or googling in the Internet in order 
to find the ideas. After editing, we publish it on the blog. I usually 
write down the ideas in a rough draft, and then expand the ideas. I 
like to write on the paper first, then move to blog if I feel sure that 
there is no mistake in it.” (S-12) 
 
 “Of course, I have to find the idea first; the topic should be 
interesting, newest. After that we make the concept, the template, and 
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then we edit it. Hmm… the next step after I find the ideas yaa… I 
design it again, still on a paper, then make a template and develop it 
into paragraphs. I explain the ideas very detailed and then edit it.” (S-
11) 
 
3. Item number 3 (Blog helps me in organizing ideas into the concept of 
writing) got 145 score and showed the percentage was 80.56%, which is 
categorized as high. According to the score and percentage, the writer 
assumed that the students agreed blog helped them in organizing the ideas. 
The students felt that when they got stuck at one idea, they can run into 
another idea by reading or seeing another similar article on the web at the 
same time. It was the same steps like writing on a paper, but blog gave 
them a benefit with its internet connection. 
 
Based on the result above, most of the students agreed that blog 
helped them in building critical thinking. It can be seen from the total 
respondents who chose Agree (60), Strongly Agree (25) and only 1 student 
who chose Disagree. According to the interview result, the writer found that 
the students often explored many websites which related to their writing in 
order to get the ideas. They also saw their friend’s writing and made it as the 
example for their writing. The writer assumed that the frequency of doing that 
pattern could affect them in developing their knowledge which led them to 
the critical thinking process. So, in conclusion, based on both data above, the 
writer assured that blog really built the students’ critical thinking by allowing 
them to see their writing, involving them to be active in the writing process, 
and helping them in organizing the ideas into the concept of writing. 
 
b) Blog creates conducive writing environment 
The description of each item of the questionnaire has been described as 
follow: 
1. Item number 4 (Blog helps me in providing a place to share writings and 
ideas) got 136 score and showed the percentage was 75.56%, which is 
categorized as high. Blog itself is intended as a place to share the ideas and 
thoughts. Based on the data of the questionnaire, the students agreed that 
blog provides a place for them for sharing ideas and writings. The feature 
“post” in blog allowed the students to present their ideas. The writer 
assumed that the students enjoyed sharing on blog because of its 
effectiveness. They could easily share their writing to many people at one 
time. The similar data is also found in the interview session. Three 
interviewees said that: 
 
“… we can write in a post and giving comment to each other’s blog 
through writing.” (S-15) 
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“… it’s like my experience with ICT where the lecture posts something 
and we, the students, give comments on it, looks like a discussion 
forum.” (S-12) 
 
“…because we can make a creation in writing to create new ideas, or 
to share things to other people, we can share it through blog.” (S-17) 
 
Based on the interview above, it is confirmed that students were 
interested in using blog for writing activity. They showed the positive attitude 
that blog helped them in providing a place to share writings and ideas. 
  
2. Item number 5 (Blog makes writing activities become more pleasant) got 
147 score and showed the percentage was 81.67 %, which is categorized as 
very high; it was because the students agreed that blog provide a pleasant 
environment for them to write. By using blog, the students could increase 
their writing information by giving some pictures, videos, musics, or links 
of information which related to their post. The similar data was also found 
in the interview result. For example, there were three students stated that: 
 
“… we can modify our writings; it can be turned creatively by adding 
some pictures or videos, and the content can be read by many 
people.” (S-15)  
 
“Blog is not limited by space or time. So, we can use it to write or to 
access information wherever and whenever we want. Afterwards, our 
writing can be beautified, so, it will be more interesting to see.” (S-
10) 
 
“Because blog can be designed as interesting as we want, the 
sentences can be modified. So, it attracts the readers. While writing on 
the paper, it feels so monotone.” (S-12) 
 
Based on the data above, the researcher assumed that the ease in 
modify the post and giving the comment attracted the students interest in 
writing on a blog. 
 
3. Item number 6 (The comments feature on blog raised my self-confidence in 
presenting the opinions) got 144 score and showed the percentage was 80 
%, which is categorized as high. From this category, it seemed that the 
students felt that any comments that were written on their post made them 
feel appreciated. They felt that someone out there really paid attention to 
what they have just written. The comments made the students feel good, so 
that they would know whether their post was already good or not. 
 
Therefore, based on the result above, most of the students agreed that 
blog creates conducive environment for them to practice their writing. It can 
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be seen from the total respondents who chose Agree (57), Strongly Agree 
(32), and only 1 student who chose Disagree. The writer assured that the 
features provided in a blog really supported the students in doing writing. 
Blog created an environment where it allows the students to explore the 
features by writing on a post or comment, adding pictures, videos, links, or 
widgets to their post, modifying the design and template of a blog as they 
wanted, which also brought an enjoyable experience for them in using blog in 
the learning process. 
 
c) Blog encourages writing skills practice 
The description of each item of the questionnaire has been described as 
follow: 
1. Item number 7 (Blog provides a place for me (post) to practice my writing 
skills) got 140 score, and showed the percentage was 77.78 %, which is 
categorized as high. Blog was provided with a feature called post, so the 
students could use it as their writing practice. It started with a short-simple 
text, and slowly developed into the complex one. The data of students’ 
interview showed that result. 
 
 “… we can write in a post and giving comment to each other’s blog 
through writing.” (S-15) 
 
“… because blogging is identical with writing activity, so I think it 
can facilitate the writing skills.” (S-10) 
 
2. Item number 8 (Blog’s writing activities motivate me to learn to write well 
by mastering grammar, vocabulary, punctuation and capitalization) got 
153 score showed the percentage was 85 %, which means it is categorized 
as very high. Based on the students’ respond to this statement showed that 
the students agreed that blog motivated them in writing well. The same 
data was also found in the interview result. Six interviewees showed the 
same eagerness about mastering the grammar and vocabulary. Some of 
them said: 
 
 “… I should study more about grammar, tenses, and vocabulary, so 
that I can avoid the same mistakes in the future.” (S-15) 
 
 “… so I recheck my writing if there is a misspelling or not. Also with 
the grammar, so I would know where the errors of my writing; 
because I’m afraid that there is still a mistake in the blog. It can make 
me feel ashamed.” (S-17) 
 
From the interview result, the students realized that by writing on a 
blog, their posts would go public, and it can be read by many people. Any 
mistakes that they made would leave them embarrassed. In order to avoid 
that, the students felt that they had to learn more about the grammatical issues 
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and the vocabularies. Any misspelling words would make the readers 
confused about the content of the post. 
 
3. Item number 9 (Blog builds my awareness to re-check my writing before I 
post it to the blog) got 156 score showed the percentage was 86.67%, 
which is categorized as very high. It was because blog could be seen by 
many people; the students felt that they have to check their writing every 
time they wanted to post it. Checking and editing was the basic rules of the 
writing process, but with blog, the students should do it more carefully 
because with only one-click on their fingertips, their writing would go 
publish on the internet. The similar data were also found in the interview 
result. The students always check their writing before they post it to the 
blog. 
 
“Of course. If I don’t, I’m afraid that there will be a lot of errors. That 
could be embarrassed me if it already posted on blog.” (S-4) 
 
“Yes, if I don’t, I can be humiliated by my own errors in writing.” (S-
15) 
 
“…I usually check it at least one time, to avoid the errors that can 
make me embarrassed.” (S-12) 
 
Therefore, based on the result above, it seemed that most of the students 
agreed that blog encourages them in writing skill practice. It can be seen from the 
total respondents who chose Agree (63), Strongly Agree (29), with only 2 students 
chose Disagree. The researcher assumed that blog really stimulated the students in 
practicing their writing. It motivated them to write well, and also encouraged and 
built their awareness to the need of grammar and vocabulary. Writing on blog 
raised their carefulness in the writing process, paying more attention to the 
technical writing, avoiding making mistakes such as the misspelling of the 
English words. It was because that blog is connected to the internet, so every post 
that students’ publish, will soon go to public. This was the part where they got 
challenged to be more carefully about what they were going to write. So, in 
conclusion, by seeing the result of each dimension, the researcher assured that 
blog really helped the students with their English writing learning. It showed that 
blog itself brought a good influence for the students’ writing learning.  
 
In order to find out the problems that the student faced in blog writing 
process, an open question is also conducted. An open question was asked to the 36 
students after they have filled the questionnaire. Based on the result, it showed 
that the problems which students often met consisted of 5 general problems, the 
difficulty were in designing a blog, internet connection, organizing concepts and 
ideas, using grammar and vocabulary, and feedback. 
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Blog design: There were 18 students who felt the difficulty in designing a blog. It 
seemed to be the most frequent problem encountered by the students with the 
percentage was 30.51%. The students did not know how to change the blog’s 
template or how to add widgets to their blogs. They also confused in matching the 
blog’s template with the content of the blog. This problem showed that students 
realized that by embellish and decorating blog would make the view of the blog 
looks better as they desired, attracted the visitors and made them feel comfortable 
and excited to be in their blog, and also made the blog looks professional. 
Besides, it showed that some of them did not have any background knowledge or 
fully information in operating a blog. Some of them wrote: 
 
“It’s difficult to make an interesting blog design which attract others 
attention.” (S-1) 
 
“It’s hard to fit the concept between the blog content and blog design in 
order to attract the readers’ interest.” (S-10) 
 
“The problems are to look for a blog template which suits with my criteria, 
designing, and adding widgets to make my blog becomes more interesting 
so that it can attract many visitors.” (S-13) 
 
Internet connection: There were 13 students who had a problem with the internet 
connection with the percentage was 22.03%. The students felt that the unstable 
connection of the internet is really wasted their times. It was not optimal for them 
to blogwalking and made the students difficult to find the references in order to 
make the articles. It also discouraged students in writing down their ideas.  
 
“It’s difficult to upload video and software because of the unstable internet 
network.” (S-1) 
 
“I often find a problem in adding a post to my blog. I often failed to post my 
writings and have to try over and over again. I guess this might be caused 
by the instability of the internet network.” (S-14) 
 
“When I want to post on the blog, it is not supported by a good Wi-Fi 
connection in campus, so I often put off posting my writing and eventually 
forget about it.” (S-20) 
 
Ideas: There were 12 students who had a problem in finding the ideas; with the 
percentage was 20.33%. The students felt that it is hard for them to write a post 
which is originally comes from their own thoughts in order to avoid the 
plagiarism. It felt difficult because they were required to make an interesting post 
which could attract readers’ attention in visiting their blogs. Creating an 
interesting idea seemed to be hard to be done when they had no inspiration. In 
addition, the difficulty in getting the sources of information as their references 
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made the condition getting worse. They merely stated that they were not sure 
about what idea should be written for their blogs. 
 
“It’s difficult to determine what should be written and get people interested 
in reading my post.” (S-1) 
 
“It’s difficult to post something when I don’t have any inspiration that 
comes from my own ideas in order to avoid plagiarism.” (S-3) 
 
“Other difficulty is to find an interesting idea so that other blogger or 
reader interested to read my post.” (S-8) 
 
Grammar and vocabulary: There were 12 students who felt the difficulty in 
using grammar with the percentage was 20.33%. This problem showed that the 
students had difficulty in constructing a good writing with the appropriate 
grammar and vocabulary. The lack of grammar and vocabulary made their posts 
look messy, which resulted in the readers’ difficulty in reading and understanding 
their writing. The students were afraid that it would affect the readers’ interest in 
visiting their blogs.   
 
“Sometimes I need to write my post on a paper before I post in on my blog, 
so that I can easily build the structure of my writing.” (S-34) 
 
“My difficulty in writing a blog is that I have to be sure that my grammar 
and vocabulary is correct.” (S-7) 
 
“Lack of grammar makes my post messed-up, and makes the readers a bit 
difficult to read it.” (S-16) 
 
 
Feedback: There were 4 students who had a problem with the feedback on their 
blogs; with the percentage was 6.8%. The students found it difficult to make the 
readers/bloggers leaving comments on their posts. The absence of feedback or 
responses from the readers about their writing or post, made them feel difficult in 
determining the deficiencies contained in their writings. The students felt that the 
appreciation in communicating via blog is still very low among their friends. The 
absence of lecture’s comment also made them became not confident about their 
blog and post, because they did not know whether their blog is already good or 
not. Few of them wrote: 
“There’s no comment about my posts which is hard for me to know whether 
my writings is already good or not.” (S-5) 
 
“It’s hard to make the reader or blogger leaving any comments on my 
posts.” (S-10) 
 
“I don’t know whether the lecture really checks my blog or not.” (S-32) 
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They felt that any comments or critics on their blog would make them aware 
about the mistaken that they have made. It could be also a kind of motivation for 
them to keep on writing on blogs. 
 
Discussion 
 
From the result of data analysis, in general, it is showed that the dimension 
which got the highest responses by the students was the third dimension (Blog 
encourages writing skills practice). It can be seen from the two items of the 
questionnaire, item number 8 and 9 which got Very High criteria. It means that 
blog really helped the students in their English writing learning. In line with that, 
Nadzrah (2009) stated that using blog as one of the writing activities was found 
encouraging and further enhancing learners writing and thinking skills. Using a 
blog in the classroom is believed can increase students’ motivation, challenge 
their critical thinking, and extends the classroom walls. 
This analysis also showed that the students had a positive perspective 
toward blog for their English writing learning. Every dimension showed the 
positive responds by the students. Most of the students chose agree if blog helped 
them in English writing learning. In this research, the writer found that the 
students were able to develop their critical thinking by learning by themselves. 
They involved all the potential and capabilities that they had in order to create a 
meaningful writing. They could organize and sorted out the information that they 
got. It can be seen from the way they found the ideas and they way they improved 
their quality of writing. They experienced the reflective learning by seeing their 
writing on blog.  
According to the result of the interview, it was found that writing on blog 
was also promoted the students to become an independent learning person. It is in 
line with Harwood in Dickinson (2013) who stated that blogging activities are one 
way of moving students towards independent learning. This independent learning 
triggered the critical thinking process where was the important point in the writing 
process; because from the process of critical thinking, the students could produce 
a writing. Later, it brought them to the reflective learning where they themselves 
evaluated their own writing. 
According to the interview result, the students always made some 
preparation before they started to write. The students did the brainstorming part in 
order to find as many as ideas that would support their writing topic. The process 
of finding the ideas itself was different from one student to another. Some of them 
did it by spontaneous actions; another need to look it up from any source of 
information such as reading the articles and browsing to the internet, while the 
rest enjoyed themselves to get involved in a small discussion with their friends 
about the topic that they wanted to write. They wrote all of the ideas which 
potential to be written. Most of the ideas were still written in its native language in 
order to help them to fully understand about the concept. If it supposed to be 
written in English, it could be sure that it was not written in a correct grammar. It 
was because in this part of writing, the students were focused on the ideas, not the 
grammar. They said that these helped them a lot in developing their writing, so 
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that their writing could be written in a well-organized one. After the ideas had 
been collected, the students then tried to clustering the ideas. They identified 
which idea was more potential to be written. They arranged the ideas into a good 
order that would produce a full-complete good writing. All of those processes 
showed the critical thinking process through by the students. 
Besides that, the students were also engaged in the learning process with the 
technology. They seemed enjoy the teaching and learning process with blog. They 
could share their ideas by using the feature post in a blog; they could get involved 
in a discussion with another person by using the feature comment in a blog; and 
they could just easily publish and share the post by clicking it. The writer assumed 
that the complete features of blog made the students comfortable in using it. The 
students felt that blog provided a conducive environment where they could 
express their thoughts, opinions, commentaries and reflections. The flexibility of 
blog in the form of design was also became the factor which attract the students to 
use blog. They could adjust their blog’s interface as they wanted. The students 
were also could improve their post by adding any pictures, video, music or links 
that related to their writing. The easiness of modifying the blog by its owner made 
blog’s interesting, which made the writing activities became quite pleasant. The 
students were also considered that blog helped them in practicing English writing 
skills. Beside blog provide the post to write, writing on blog was regarded to give 
them motivation in learning grammar and vocabulary. It built their awareness in 
writing in English.  
Based on the interview result, the students always check their writing just 
before they posted it. It was because while blogging, the students learnt that 
posted content can be read by those other than the teacher and their classmates. At 
this stage, the students re-read again their writing. They tried to find the mistakes 
or mechanical errors. Sometimes they asked their friends to check it. It was the 
easiest way for students who felt that they lack of vocabulary and grammar skills. 
They became more aware about their writings, because they thought that it would 
be embarrassed feeling if the writing that they post on their blog actually had so 
many mistakes in it.  
From the process above, the writer could see that the students really did 
their writing learning through blogging activity. Therefore, it could encourage 
their responsibility of their content, structure and wording while writing, which 
was the purpose for English writing. The writer assured that using blog in the 
writing learning process could improve students’ English writing skills. It was 
based on the result of the analysis which showed that students had positive 
attitude towards blogs for their English writing learning.  
Eventhough the students had a good perspective on the use of blog for 
English writing learning, there were still a problem occurred in the learning 
process. According to an open question given to the students, it was found that 
some of the students faced five main problems during the learning process. The 
first problem was about the blog design. 18 students (30.51%) felt that it was very 
difficult to make an interesting design in order to attract readers’ attention. The 
second problem was the internet connection. 13 students (22.03%) felt that the 
low speed and unstable connection of the internet really annoyed them in 
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operating their blogs, especially when they got a good idea to write. It is also 
affected them in searching the information as the references for their writing. The 
third problem was the difficulty in using the correct grammar and vocabularies. 
There were 12 students (20.33%) who felt that they were lack of grammar and 
made them not confident in creating and posting their writings. The fourth 
problem was the finding the ideas. 12 students (20.33%) found it difficult for 
them to post something when they didn’t have any inspiration that came from 
their own ideas in order to avoid plagiarism. The fifth problem was the feedback. 
4 students (6.8%) felt that it was important for them if they got some feedback or 
response of their blogs. It helped them to check whether their blog was already 
good or not. A little comment would be a good appreciation for them and became 
a motivation in writing a blog. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
Conclusion 
 
The findings show that the overall attitude of the students toward the study 
was positive and that blogs were viewed as a good way to practice English writing 
skills, because it can build students’ critical thinking; it creates conducive 
environment to write, and it encourages students in practicing their writing skills. 
Writing on blog creates more opportunities for students to promote their 
independent learning style, which promote critical thinking and self-reflection. 
Blog is so attractive because of its features. The instant publication of a blog 
increases students’ motivation in writing very well, it motivates them to improve 
their quality of writing by mastering the grammar and vocabulary. The ease of 
accessing the blog attracts the students to be engaged in writing and sharing their 
thoughts with blog. It also extends the classroom meeting, creating the learning 
environment in any place and any time that has an access to the internet. The 
students can gather the information by themselves. It is a simple technology that 
can apply into the education world which can enhance students learning.  
 
Suggestion 
 
This study demonstrated that blog can be used as an effective English 
writing learning course for students.  However, more research needs to be done in 
order to get a better result. This research is based on just one of many possible 
approaches. The result of this research could be improved by repeating the current 
study by using more powerful statistical approaches in conducting a research. It 
would be interesting to see whether this approach would lead to any improved 
learning experience compared to those reported in this thesis; the writer assumed 
that the result of this study should take a consideration towards the students’ 
learning style. There is a possibility where some of the students cannot grasped 
the English writing learning very well because they are not into an independent 
learning style. It can be seen from the problems that occurred in the learning 
process; the students often put off to write on blog because of the problems that 
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they faced during the learning process. Their limitation in using grammar could be 
anticipated by applying the learning that they obtained in Sentence Structure class 
with the writing activity on blog. The students can also improve the layout of their 
blogs by practicing a lot, and applying the learning that they have learnt during the 
Teaching Learning with ICT class. The students can also put a message below 
their post, so that the readers will be interested in leaving a comment as their 
feedbacks towards the students’ blog writing. The students’ problems with the 
unstable internet connection can be infrastructured by the faculty; the findings in 
this research could be sustained to a deeper investigation in the postgraduate (S2) 
program. It could be investigated whether in what form and in what way that blog 
could encourage students’ writing skills practice. It could be also combined with 
CAR study in order to see the specific and significant result. 
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